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Geneva, 13 February 2007





The Chairman of The Internet Governance Forum
Mr. N.Desai

c/o the IGF Secretariat

Subject: Recommendations for the IGF
Dear Mr. Desai,
SIDN is the registry for the .nl country-code top level domain, which, with over two million registered domains, is one of the world’s largest and most successful ccTLDs.

Since its creation, SIDN has been closely collaborating with all relevant national and international stakeholders, with the objective to assure availability, accessibility, security, overall quality and further development  of the internet in general and the .nl name-space in particular.
Over the last years, SIDN has actively been involved in and contributed to the WSIS and WGIG processes.

As the Chief Executive of SIDN, I welcome the opportunity for stakeholders to give input to the IGF process of multi-stakeholder dialogue on internet governance issues.

First of all, in can be clearly concluded that the Athens’ IGF attained its objective of creating an open multi-stakeholder forum for discussion of internet governance issues on equal footing.

SIDN would like to make the following recommendations for the continuation of the IGF process: 

· Maintain the successful format from the Athens’ IGF, with main sessions on preselected themes and parallel workshops, with a chair’s summing-up at the end
· Keep the focus of the IGF on internet global USER issues and the present four themes: openness, security, access and diversity
· Maintain the present role, form and composition of the IGF Advisory Group

· Stimulate the exchange between stakeholders of best practices in relation to (selected) IGF themes

· Keep aiming for discussion and subsequent actions and not for negotiated conclusions

· Maintain ample opportunities for informal encounters between representatives of the different stakeholder groups, as the diversity of encounters –and thus exchanges- proved very valuable and unique to the IGF

· Improve on the following

· Have fewer main sessions and avoid to have workshops parallel with main sessions. Have parallel workshop sessions in between main sessions

· Improve preparation of and by moderators and panellists

· Improve moderation (use internationally experienced professional moderators) to increase focus on theme/subject, improve dialogue and reduce one-way communication 

· Improve preparation of and information on workshops

· Keep panels smaller (max 6 persons)
· Stimulate discussion and exchange by asking panellists to formulate short, pointed statements
Yours sincerely,

Roelof Meijer

CEO SIDN
