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Introduction
1. In response to the call by the WSIS Plan of Action for evaluation and follow-up to the WSIS, the ITU published the first edition of the World Information Society Report on 5 July 2006. The Report charts progress in building the Information Society worldwide and tracks the drivers of digital opportunity using a new tool—the Digital Opportunity Index (DOI). The DOI is part of the agreed evaluation methodology endorsed during the WSIS and will be published annually to track progress in reaching the WSIS targets and building a diverse and inclusive Information Society by 2015. The WISR is a strong contribution to the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) as it measures the basic metrics of the cost of Internet access, Internet penetration and the extent of broadband use.
2. The Report is addressed to policy-makers, regulators, academics and stakeholders with an interest in development issues, among others. The Digital Opportunity Index can be used to strengthen policy-making in the critical areas of the digital divide, universal access, gender, and the development of broadband and universal service policies. Strong gains have been achieved in digital opportunity around the world. The Asian economies of the Republic of Korea and Japan continue to lead in digital opportunity, due to their pioneering take-up of broadband and 3G mobile services. Dramatic progress has been made by developing countries, however, which made the greatest advances in digital opportunity - notably India, where digital opportunity nearly doubled between 2001 and 2005, and China, which experienced remarkably strong gains in infrastructure. Different countries are forging their own paths toward telecommunication development, with some countries leveraging their investments in infrastructure more successfully than others.
3. The Report examines the mobile communications that promise to bridge the digital divide in many parts of the world, as well as more recent technologies such as broadband and mobile Internet access. The prices of Internet and broadband access continue to fall worldwide, while access speeds have increased steadily. 3G and broadband are becoming increasingly available, with 3G now available in 78 countries and broadband commercially available in 166 countries worldwide. The Report gives practical examples of how the Index can be used to assess digital opportunity, and highlights projects around the world that are working to meet the commitments made at the WSIS. The World Information Society Report was developed by the Digital Opportunity Platform, a multi-stakeholder partnership comprising ITU, UNCTAD and the KADO (the Korea Agency for Digital Opportunity and Promotion), which is open to other partners.
4. The full version of the Report is available from www.itu.int/wisr/.
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