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1. The sixth virtual meeting of the IGF Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG) in 
the IGF 2015 preparatory process took place on 18 March 2015. Ambassador Jānis 
Kārkliņš from Latvia moderated the meeting as Chair of the MAG and Mr. Chengetai 
Masango represented the IGF Secretariat. The meeting again concentrated on the on-
going preparations for the tenth IGF meeting.  

2.  The MAG Chair and the Secretariat reported on their planning mission to João 
Pessoa, Brazil and said that the venue for the tenth IGF provides a very good setting for 
the IGF community to convene. The conference centre has modern facilities and it 
allows for all the various IGF sessions to take place on one level, thus facilitating 
interactions between participants and allowing maximum horizontal communication.  

Inter-sessional activities  
 
3. The co-facilitators of the Working group on inter-sessional activities presented a 
set of draft principles for the IGF inter-sessional work on ‘Policy menus for connecting 
the next billion’, as well as a draft methodology for this work, for the consideration of 
the MAG. The proposed principles include: 

 the process will comply with the IGF and the MAG's working principles;  
 the process will be open and inclusive, all stakeholders will be invited to 

contribute and should be able to actively participate; 
 diversity of ideas and opinions and views will be welcomed, while 

consensus will be encouraged differences of opinions can also be acknowledged. 
 contributions will be addressed and incorporated in a neutral fashion.  

 
4. With regards to the methodology, it was underlined that a decision needs to be 
made on the format of the output of the inter-sessional work on ‘Connecting the next 
billion'– whether this should take the form of policy messages, policy menus or 
something else. The MAG will also have to agree on the tool to be used for this work, 
such as a web platform allowing for people to insert comment remotely.  
 
5.  In terms of the process for taking the work forward, it was reiterated that the 
first step would consist in collecting input from IGF initiatives. A multistakeholder 
open-ended group would then be organized to facilitate and coordinate the integration 
of inputs into one draft document that will then be brought into several rounds of open 
consultations. This group will be open to all stakeholders, both MAG members and non-
MAG members, who will be invited to contribute to the editing process at various 
stages. However, for efficiency reasons, it will be important to have a core 
multistakeholder editing group to make sure the work moves forward and deadlines 
are met. The group will not be doing any negotiating, but rather compiling and editing, 
taking into account all views and continually consulting with the broader community. 
Some proposals were made to invite each stakeholder group to identify two or three 
individuals that would represent them in the editing group. The methodology for this 



 

work will be fine tuned taking into account the discussions held during the meeting and 
MAG agreement will be sought via the MAG mailing list. Once this methodology is 
agreed, the MAG and the Secretariat will proceed with further actions in terms of 
constituting this group.  
 
6. It was underlined during the discussions that the three inter-sessional work 
streams (best practice forums (BPFs), dynamic coalitions, ‘Policy menus for connecting 
the next Billion’) were both separate but also inter-related. If applicable, the work-
streams should contribute substantively to one another.  
 
7. The BPFs will again be community efforts led by subject experts and MAG 
volunteers. The dynamic coalitions will continue to work as stand-alone groups, but the 
community will be encouraged to get further involved in these coalitions and their work 
will be more formally brought into the IGF inter-sessional activities and the annual 
meeting in Brazil.  The horizontal work on the ‘Policy menu for connecting the next 
billion’ will start with gathering input from the national and regional IGF initiatives, and 
will continue to consult the larger community during the entire process. All three work 
streams should contribute to enhancing the repository of knowledge that already exists 
on the IGF website and is available to all stakeholders.  
 
Main sessions  
 
8. The Working group on main sessions reported that it had developed a set of 
recommended guidelines for IGF 2015 main sessions, as well as a proposal for 
milestones and timelines for a transparent preparatory process for organizing the main 
sessions. The guidelines were drafted based on past years experiences and feedback 
from the IGF community and they include, among others, issues related to: criteria for 
adoption of themes for main sessions, public consultations, formats and innovations, 
content, policy questions, balancing speakers and enabling participation of new voices, 
the process for recognising dissent, role for MAG members, etc  
 
9. The questions of how many main sessions would be held at IGF 2015 and how to 
select the topics/themes for these sessions were discussed at length. It was said that 
main sessions should be held on timely topics/issues, based on strong demand from the 
multistakeholder community. Ideally, main sessions should have an iterative lead-up 
process ahead of the IGF meeting in November and some sessions could be used to try 
and reach consensus/adoption/approval by the community on some forms of outputs.  
It was mentioned that, similar to 2014, not all of the IGF 2015 sub-themes would have a 
corresponding main session.  
 
10. Some proposals were made for allocating main session slots to best practice 
forums and dynamic coalitions, so that they could present their work and ask for 
validation from the broader IGF community.  It was also said that a main session would 
be needed in order to present the result of the inter-sessional work on ‘Policy menus for 
the connecting the next billion’ and to ask for community endorsement. Another 
suggestion was made for a session for national and regional IGF initiatives to showcase 
their work.  In reaction to this suggestion, it was mentioned that inter-regional dialogue 
sessions were held at previous IGF meetings, and, while they proved to be useful, the 
MAG should look into new ways for mainstreaming the work of IGF initiatives. This 



 

could be achieved, for example, by ensuring that IGF initiatives are integrated in all 
main sessions and are given the possibility to provide their perspectives on the topics 
discussed at these sessions.  
 
11.  A discussion was held on whether main sessions should include a portion for 
workshop readouts. Some MAG members underlined that this might be an 
accountability measure for all workshops, which would thus be encouraged to produce 
concrete outputs. Others were of the opinion that, while the idea of having workshop 
reports presented at main sessions is based on a good intention, this does not always 
work very well in practice. In relation to this issue, a suggestion was made to look into 
the possibility of organising round tables where workshop belonging to a certain sub-
theme could gather to report on their work and to discuss common issues. 
 
12.   MAG members were encouraged to either provide more ideas for main sessions 
or to express support for some of the proposals made during the meeting. Discussions 
will continue online, with the aim of having the MAG agree on a list of IGF 2015 main 
sessions at its next virtual meeting.  
 
Outreach and communications  
 
13. The Working group on outreach and communications informed the MAG that a 
proposal came out during their discussions to consider the possibility of producing a 
booklet on the achievements of the IGF over the past 10 years.  In reaction, it was said 
that similar work was being undertaken in the Working group on IGF self-assessment 
and that the IGF Support Association has also produced a flyer on the IGF; there is, 
therefore, room for synergies between these various initiatives and such synergies 
should be explored.  This proposal will be further discussed online and at the next 
virtual MAG meeting.  
 
Other business 

14.  The next virtual MAG meeting will be held on 1 April, 9 am UTC.  
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