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“Thank you Mr. Chairman,

For the record, let me say at the outset that Brazil fully supports the statement delivered by the Delegation of Pakistan on behalf of the Group of 77. A development perspective shall be the background of our debate. This umbrella should also encompass “capacity building”, as well as “global public policies related to generic top-level domain names”, and “international interconnection costs”.

Mr. Chairman,

Brazil would like to convey to the United Nations Secretary General its appreciation for the organization of this second Consultation on the Internet Governance Forum. This is certainly a great step forward to the international community in its endeavour to set up what our Heads of State and Heads of Government decided at the World Summit on the Information Society, in Tunis last year. 

I am sorry to repeat myself, Mr. Chairman, nevertheless, as the Brazilian delegation has already stated during the first consultation on the IGF, last February, we decided, in Tunis, to request the UN Secretary General to help us on two tasks:

a) to “convene by the second quarter of 2006 a meeting of the new forum for multi-stakeholder policy dialog – called Internet governance Forum” (paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda), and;

b) to “start a process towards an enhanced cooperation, by the end of the first quarter of 2006” (paragraph 71 of the Tunis Agenda).

We are aware of the fact that this meeting is related specifically to the Internet Governance Forum and, therefore, it is the Brazilian delegation understanding that another meeting is going to be organized to take care of the “enhanced cooperation process”. Brazil is confident of that. In fact, not only Brazil is confident and eager to help, Latin America and the Caribbean region (the GRULAC) is also confident. To be precise, the European Union is also ready to support the UNSG on this task “to start a process towards an enhanced cooperation”. Let me quote paragraph six of the “Lisbon Declaration” approved at the Forth EUROPEAN UNION – LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN MINISTERIAL FORUM ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY, held in Portugal, last April:
“We welcome with satisfaction the effort put forward by the Secretary General of the United Nations to organize the first meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF), in Athens, next October. We also reaffirm our conviction that the process towards an “Enhanced Cooperation Initiative on Internet Governance” shall deserve the full commitment of our Governments and we express our support to and offer our help for the United Nations Secretary General during the preparatory process aiming at the first meeting of this “Initiative”, in 2006 
.”
Mr. Chairman,

Let’s turn to the topics on discussion today. On the paper prepared by the IGF Secretariat, which summarizes the discussions and contributions to the first meeting of the Internet Government Forum one topic was underplayed. Which is: “Internet Governance itself”. On has to agree that it would be ironic not to discuss “Internet Governance” at an Internet Governance Forum. One may argue that this would depend on what one means by Internet Governance. For Brazil, Internet Governance is a set of “globally applicable principles on public policy issues associated with the coordination and management of critical internet resources”. 

The paper prepared by the Secretariat mentioned what we mean by Internet Governance marginally, and I quote: “Another frequently discussed issue involved the transparent and equitable management of critical Internet resources”. One two lines in a five page report.
Mr. Chairman,
Allow me to conclude by quoting paragraph 60 of the Tunis Agenda: “We further recognize that there are many cross-cutting international public policy issues that require attention and are not adequately addressed by the current mechanisms”. 

After more than two years negotiating how to reach “globally applicable principles on public policy issues associated with the coordination and management of critical internet resources” aiming at “a transparent and equitable management of critical Internet resources”, we cannot and we should not go to Athens and not debate this central topic.
I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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