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UNESCO is delighted to see Ms Desai back in the Chair and Mr Kummer in the Secretariat. UNESCO congratulates all members of the new Advisory Group for the IGF.

On the question of how to structure the discussions at the IGF meeting in Athens – if the structure is based on discrete topics, without addressing their linkages or interdependencies or the end goals, then we risk a lack of coherence and could miss an opportunity.
I have just attended a number of facilitation meetings for the WSIS Action Lines and note that they are struggling with the challenge of how to address topics that are interlinked and interdependent.

To illustrate, I refer to the February list of issues that could be addressed by the IGF and note that the topic of “freedom of expression and human rights” sits in isolation from its interdependence with all other topics concerning the Internet – and that would not do justice to such a fundamentally important issue.

UNESCO suggests we approach the structuring around what needs to be done to ensure that the Internet does grow and develop in a way that the potential and power of the Internet can be harnessed for sustainable social and economic development and the empowerment of people through access to knowledge.

Therefore, we could approach the Forum by identifying key attributes of internet governance – and this work has been done by the previous Advisory Group and Consultations – that are desirable characteristics to foster or should be the future directions of the Internet; these would then by articulated as a series of “strategic objectives” around which to structure.

Without excluding any of the good ideas contributed by other speakers this morning, I have two illustrations of this approach.

For example, key characteristics of the Internet are its openness, transparency and transversal nature (meaning it is not fragmented). This leads to a focus on what is needed to ensure the Internet’s evolution such that it builds on these key characteristics. This in turn takes you into a dialogue on how to ensure its openness, including its role in promoting the free flow of information, and its technically distributed and interoperable nature. Therefore, this cluster of issues (framed as a strategic objective) would include addressing freedom of expression and multilingualism in the Internet.

The second example might be to structure around (clustering of issues) the democratizing effect of the Internet – the Forum could look at how to build on this feature and then progress it as a strategic objective of how to ensure there is greater participation by ordinary people and their communities. 

This would bring in the development orientation discussed in February. (But, we should avoid the situation where we end up replicating the purpose or role of the Action Line Facilitation (WSIS)). This theme could then be broken down so as to address a number of the issues raised this morning on the barriers to access (ranging from infrastructure, connectivity costs to the other points made by the Group of 77).

UNESCO believes that the IGF is a great opportunity to keep this vital dialogue going on how to respond to the Internet’s evolution. Therefore, we support previous speakers’ calls for a strong multistakeholder approach and the broadest possible participation. This means we support the proposal of using the Forum to bring innovators and experts together to share their ideas and insights on the evolution of the Internet and its ability to anticipate and, respond to the future stresses and challenges.

To conclude, UNESCO suggests shaping the above dialogue through a cross-cutting approach where the Forum is a platform and an opportunity to bring all stakeholders and experts together to shed light on key strategic objectives for Internet governance. Without excluding other proposals on the floor, UNESCO would welcome a meeting of the IGF in Athens, that is structured as follows so as to address:

1.
A strategic objective of ensuring that the Internet develops so as to build on its positive attributes of being open, transparent and non-fragmented. In this context, the IFG could address ways to promote the free flow of information which should include the ability to communicate across linguistic boundaries (i.e. “multilingualism in cyberspace”), and ensure respect for freedom of expression per Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

2.
A strategic objective that builds on another attribute of the Internet, namely fostering its empowering and democratizing effect by building capacities, policies and approaches that will increase participation by ordinary people and communities, i.e. a development perspective.

UNESCO is very interested in and committed to the work of the IGF, will participate as an observer throughout, and would like to express its support of the new Advisory Group.
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