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The GIIC appreciates the opportunity to provide input and consultation on the successful IGF Rio and on the topics and structure for the upcoming IGF in India.  We applaud the hard work by the IGF Chair, Nitan Desai, and Executive Secretariat, led by Markus Kummer.  
The consultation format, established by the IGF Secretariat (early debrief/planning meeting in February, a mid-year session in April or May, and a final session in September, with the IGF in November or early December), is now recognized and works well so that all interested stakeholders can now plan contributions to and participation in IGF meetings.    We thank the Secretariat (and Chairman Desai) for its effective implementation of this consultative process for the IGF.

We also recognize the Brazilian government, and its strong support that assisted a well attended and successful IGF 2007 – this unique and important multistakeholder forum on Internet Governance. 

Comments on a successful IGF RIO 

The most important thing business leaders can do to contribute to the IGF is to familiarize all multistakeholders about the realities that confront business firms when they consider whether to expend financial, human, and technological resources in the development and deployment of lCT capabilities. 

Through GIIC meetings and in communications with our members, the GIIC has encouraged involvement and participation in the IGF process. Thus, we were pleased to see that the private sector providing 15 percent of the participants at the IGF Rio, up from 13 percent at the IGF Athens meeting. 

We were very pleased to involve the GIIC Chairman at the IGF Rio. On November 12, Fujitsu Chairman Naoyuki Akikusa, currently GIIC Chairman, addressed the UN Internet Governance Forum in Rio de Janeiro. Chairman Akikusa spoke of the growing need to consider the impact of ICT and the Internet on the environment, and a growing need for businesses to have corporate management practices that take into account the continued viability, safety, and well-being of the Internet.

We were also involved in organizing a workshop in Rio.   On November 13, the GIIC and in cooperation with four other organizations presented a workshop on access entitled “Qualifying, Quantifying, and Meeting the Challenge of Internet Access Costs.”  The discussion highlighted the fact that access to the information infrastructure and ICT and Internet capabilities is one of the most fundamental measures of a society’s ability to grow its economy, enhance its social well-being, and integrate itself with the global economy. All stakeholders must work together in countries so that the right policies are in place to ensure access to the Internet.

The GIIC thinks the current structure of the program works well and supports the four key themes, complemented by additional issues as agreed by the broader community, for dialogue and discussion, during the IGF events.  We thought discussions on Critical Internet Resources (CIR) and ‘Emerging Issues” to be useful and informative.  

We did observe that attendance at the main sessions was limited due to conflicts with the many fine workshops.  It would be better to manage the main sessions with as few conflicts as feasible. The main sessions provide an excellent way to summary discussion and share additional insights and viewpoints. One suggestion for consideration might be to devote time during the plenary sessions to have one representative from each of the various workshops engage in a review and further discussion on specific topics.  For example, if there were four workshop focusing on Access, one representative for each of the Access workshops would constitute a main session panel.   In this way, we can receive reports on various workshop discussions and further stimulate an interactive dialogue in a plenary session format. 
In addition, we note the comments of GIIC Chairman Akikusa and others who spoke of the growing need to consider the impact of ICT and the Internet on the environment and sustainable development.  We should explore further how best these topics might be incorporated, possibly as workshops or a special session, into the program for the IGF in India.  

Additional Comments
The GIIC would like to add a few more comments:
1) ensure any rotation/changes in the Advisory Group [MAG] balance experience with the IGF with new ideas and not be used to decrease the representation of any multistakeholder group, in particular the business representation; and

2) encourage the participation of governmental and non-governmental experts and representatives  in the IGF multistakeholder process. 

In conclusion, the GIIC would to express its thanks to Mr. Markus Kummer, and Chairman Desai for your continuing efforts to bring the views of all stakeholders into the IGF’s process. Again, the GIIC is ready to work with you to ensure the success of the IGF in India in December, 2008. 
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