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- HIGHLIGHTS - 

Monday, 12 November 2007

· The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) officially opened in Rio de Janeiro today where more than 1,700 participants from government, the private sector, civil society and the Internet community are gathered for the next four days to share information, experiences and best practices to explore ways on how the Internet can be used to its full potential for the benefit of all people.

· Built around the five main themes of security, access, diversity, openness and critical Internet resources, the second gathering of the IGF, which will end this Thursday, heard several statements from participants who labeled the IGF as a unique opportunity to foster dialogue between participants from various sectors.

· In his message to the Forum, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the “Internet has become the backbone of our globalized world....For the United Nations, it has become a powerful tool in our mission to promote peace and security, development and human rights, particularly in the flows of information and knowledge that it enables”.   

· Delivered by the UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, Sha Zukang, the Secretary-General's message underlined the fact that some five billion people today still did not have access to the Internet today.  The United Nations embraced “the opportunity to provide, through the Forum, a platform that helps to ensure the Internet's global reach.  The Forum can develop a common understanding of how we can maximize the opportunities the Internet offers, how we can use it for the benefit for all nations and peoples, and how we can address risks and challenges”, the message continued.  

· Addressing one of the main focuses of this year's IGF meeting concerning the protection of children, the Secretary-General added: “One particular area of hope, but also concern, is the relationship of children and young people with the Internet.  The Internet has opened new doors to them, to knowledge and culture.  Yet, it can also present a threat to their safety.  The programme for this year's meeting has a strong focus on the protection of children, and i hope that will contribute to making them safer”. 

· In his own statement to the multistakeholder gathering, Mr. Sha said:  “The importance of the Forum lies in its mandate, which enables it to discuss virtually any subject related to the Internet, its governance and its use and abuse”.  He continued:  “The Forum is also unique in that it brings together people who normally do not meet under the same roof”.  

· Serving as Chairman of the meeting, Sergio Rezende, Brazil's Minister of Science and Technology, in his opening speech said “the IGF had a mission to discuss and find ways to ensure that Internet can be a tool for meeting the principles and commitments of the Tunis Agenda, to build an Information Society which is inclusive, human centered, and geared to development.” 

· “The Internet Governance Forum brings together a diverse group of individuals in the aim of sharing knowledge and experience over and about this one global interoperable Internet”, said Paul Twomey, President and CEO of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers [ICANN].  

· Representing civil society, Lynn Saint Armour, President and CEO of the Internet Society, said the Internet Governance Forum presents all stakeholders with a unique opportunity to catalyze local change. The IGF is not only a forum for dialogue, but it is a  medium that should encourage fundamental change at the local level to empower communities, build capacity and skills, enable the Internet's expansion, thereby contributing to economic and social development. 

· Drawing the linkages between access to knowledge and poverty eradication, Ivy Matsepe-Casaburri, Minister of Communications of South Africa,appealed to the participants  to continue to focus on the collective view expressed by the Tunis declaration of principles adopted at the second phase of WSIS to build a people-centered, inclusive, and development-oriented Information Society, enabling the individuals, communities, and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting sustainable development and improving their quality of life.

· Closing the opening morning session Brazilian Minister of Culture, Gilberto Gil, referred to the Internet as a symbolic tool which created a space to enable people to exist fully for all differences. “It is the concrete example of this fabric of cities and spaces in contemporary life.”  “The Internet must be a territory for all, an area of public coexistence for the exercise of this new citizenship”, he added.

· Speaking at an opening press conference, Under-Secretary-General Sha explained that the IGF was about “exchanging views, best practices and lessons to come up with better methodologies on the Internet”.   Addressing the issue of Internet access in developing countries, he recalled that the main purpose of holding the two rounds of the World Summit on the Information Society [WSIS] was to address ways of bridging the “digital divide” and enable ICT [information communication technologies] to be used as a vital tool to enhance development, in particular in developing countries.  “We are here to discuss these important issues in the spirit of partnerships.  From these partnerships, people will draw inspiration from the dialogue made possible by the IGF.  ICT is a powerful tool that can accelerate development.”  

· Responding to a journalist's question about the role of the United Nations in the management of the Internet, Nitin Desai, Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General for Internet Governance, explained that the “IGF is more focused on discussing public policies related to the Internet in a multilateral, transparent and democratic manner”.  

· Addressing the cross-cutting IGF theme of capacity-building, IGF Executive Coordinator, Markus Kummer, explained that “the idea of the IGF is to bring developing countries into this dialogue.  In many ways the IGF can help developing country participants to get to know the various institutions and entities involved in the Internet governance issue.  The IGF is not just about global governance, but about governance at the local level.”

· An afternoon panel discussion devoted to Critical Internet Resources, moderated by Ulysse Gosset of France 24 TV channel, and consisting of a line up of the the two fathers of the Internet, Vint Cerf and Bob Kahn, and persons in charge of national naming organizations, explored challenges for the Critical Internet Resources, its evolution and the future of ICANN – the US-based organization responsible for the global coordination of the Internet's system of unique identifiers.

· During the session, Vint Cerf, one of the fathers of the Internet and co-inventor of TCP/IP protocol, said of utmost importance was the need  “build additional capacity so that we can reach the other five and a half billion people in the world who do not yet have access to the Internet.”  

· Other panelists in the afternoon session were:  Carlos Afonso, Planning Director of the Rio-based RITS [Database for the third sector]; Alain P. Aina, Founder Member, Africa Network Operators Group of Togo; Lesley Cowley, CEO of the UK-based Nominet; Raul Echeberria, CEO of LACNIC [Latin American and Caribbean Internet Addreses Registry]; and Milton Mueller, Professor at Syracuse University's School of Information Studies.

