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Introduction

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) was created in 2006 in response to the United Nations' request
for discussions on internet governance. This initiative was launched with the aim of creating a space
for exchange and conversation where governments, businesses, civil society, academics, and
individuals could come together to discuss internet governance. The IGF is a unique model of multi-
stakeholder internet governance that brings together different stakeholders with a common goal: to
study internet issues and propose solutions to the problems related to its development. The Youth IGF,
on the other hand, is an initiative born out of the desire of Beninese youth to learn and ensure high-
quality succession in terms of organization, training, and inclusion related to the internet and its
governance. It provides an opportunity for young people to share their perspectives, ideas, and
concerns on internet issues and interact with key stakeholders. It is in this context that the first edition
of the Youth Internet Governance Forum in Benin was organized on Saturday, May 20, 2023, in

Abomey-Calavi, Benin.

This initiative was launched with the aim of providing young people with a space for exchange and
discussion on internet governance issues. This event brought together young people from various
backgrounds to discuss the challenges and issues related to this field in Benin. Students, the academic
community, young people from the public and private sectors, civil society, the youth parliament, and
others represented the diversity of participants. This report will present the objectives of this first
edition of the Youth IGF, recall the expected results of the work, present the overall process of its
implementation, and conclude with the results obtained and the recommendations made by the
participants.

. OBJECTIVES

Main Objective : Contribute to the establishment and sustainable maintenance of a trusted and secure
cyberspace for more opportunities for young people.
Specific objectives : More specifically, the objectives of this forum are :

e Make the terminologies related to cybersecurity and digital trust explicit and accessible to the
participants for their informed engagement in secure governance.

e Understand the efforts of stakeholders, particularly the government and the private sector,
regarding cybersecurity and digital trust solutions implemented in Benin, and the results
achieved so far.

e Promote digital literacy among young internet users, based on the existing legal and regulatory

framework in Benin in this regard.



Develop digital inclusion among young people to better equip them to work towards bridging

the digital divide in Benin.

EXPECTED RESULTS

At the end of this youth forum, the following results were expected:

Clarify the terminologies related to cybersecurity and digital trust for informed engagement in
secure governance.

Evaluate the efforts of the government and the private sector regarding cybersecurity and
digital trust solutions in Benin, as well as the results achieved.

Utilize their knowledge of digital literacy to adopt best practices for secure internet use.

Make proposals to help bridge the digital divide in Benin.

OVERALL PROCESS

Benin organized its first youth forum this year based on the fundamental principles of openness,

transparency, inclusivity, bottom-up decision-making, non-commerciality, and multi-stakeholderism.

The overall process consisted of three main phases: the preparatory phase, the actual event, and the

post-session phase. All tasks of this process were carried out by an adhoc organizing committee

established by the group of young people initiating the event.

1. Preparatory Phase

The preparatory phase involved the following activities:

Formation of the Organizing Committee composed of young volunteers,

Drafting of terms of reference,

Identification of potential sponsors and partners, communicators, and young people from
various stakeholders (public sector, private sector, civil society, technical community),
Sending emails and physical letters,

Production of working documents,

Identification of service providers (catering, internet, broadcasting equipment),

Preparation of the draft of the final communique and thank you letters, etc.



2. The actual forum

It was marked by the following phases: opening ceremony, session discussions, and reading and

amendment of the final communiqué.

e Opening Ceremony

It included three speeches: one by the Vice-President of Youth IGF Benin, Ms. Funmilayo
KINDONOQU, one by Ms. Anja GENGO from IGF secretariat, and one by the President of the National
Internet Governance Forum, Mr. Wilfried Quenum. The first speaker, after welcoming the participants,
emphasized the importance of this forum as a space for collaboration between young people and
between these young people and different actors to develop solutions and implement effective policies
to ensure a safe, secure, and inclusive cyberspace for all. Wilfred Quenum and the representative from
IGF secretariat praised the organizing committee of this first edition of the Youth National Internet
Governance Forum, encouraged the initiative, and provided some advice to the organizers and

participants. The official opening of the forum was conducted by the President of IGF Benin.

e Sessions
Type of sessions: the forum was held in a hybrid mode, i.e both in person and online.
e Speakers and session summaries
Summary of Session 1: Cybersecurity, digital trust, and related lexicon: clarification of terminologies.

Speaker: Miss Fydias SAGBOHAN (Foundation of Young Amazons
for Development FJAD-NGO / Global Youth Network Benin)

She clarified the key concepts related to cybersecurity and digital trust.
In the introduction, she highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic has

s 9 ; led to a significant increase in internet activity due to the development
of online learning, the need to stay in touch with family, the need for access to online information,
etc. After explaining the concepts of cybersecurity, digital trust, and some related terminologies, she

presented the challenges of digital trust.



Summary of Session 2: Importance of data.
Speaker: Mr. Elyes Grar (Digital Strategy Expert and Enterprise Architect with a focus on the public
sector, with over 25 years of experience in IT strategy).

His presentation focused on the importance of data, particularly in Africa in the
age of data. He presented the evolution of information sharing from ancient
times to the present day, explained the data flow between government,
businesses, and citizens, and discussed data management tools and the
significance of data for Africa.

Summary of Session 3: Cybersecurity and digital trust solutions implemented in Benin and their
results.

Speaker: Yalekpon N. HOUNGNIHIN (Executive Director of Women Be Free NGO).

According to him, the foundations of cybersecurity are prevention, threat detection, and response
capability. It is important to protect oneself when using digital tools. Protection involves being vigilant
during online payments, exercising caution when using smartphones and tablets, regularly updating
software and applications, choosing strong passwords, and more. The structures responsible for digital
security were also presented to the participants. These include the ASIN (Agency for Information
Systems and Digital) and the OCRC (Central Office for the Suppression of Cybercrime). The
government has undertaken several actions to make the cyberspace a safe space, including the
establishment of the digital code, training sessions, and awareness campaigns, among others.
Furthermore, the speaker presented the results achieved through the
implementation of cybersecurity and digital trust solutions. As a result,
Benin made a leap of 69 places in the 2018 Global Cybersecurity Index
ranking. This composite index analyzes states' commitment to cybersecurity
and their population's awareness in this regard. The country is ranked 56th

out of 194 countries in the latest report of the Global Cybersecurity Index

; ! published on June 29, 2021, by the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU). In comparison to this index, the country has moved up 92 places between 2017 and 2020, from
149th in 2017 to 80th in 2018 and finally 56th in 2020. On a continental scale, Benin went from 33rd
place in 2017 to 8th place in 2018 and 6th out of the 44 evaluated African countries in 2020.



Summary of Session 4: Promoting digital literacy among young internet users: tools and strategies.
" Speaker: MOUSSA Akim (National Assembly of Benin).

Mr. Akim discussed the concept of digital literacy among

young internet users. He emphasized that the internet is a
,-_-_:.,./;‘f‘ lawless zone, and it is crucial to educate young people

about responsible use of digital technology. This is where

(=)
=

digital literacy promotion comes into play. He presented
the legal framework in Benin and the tools for promoting digital literacy, including educational
programs, online media and resources, awareness campaigns, and partnerships. Questions were raised,
including how to make the internet available to children and the involvement of young people in
promoting digital literacy. It is important to educate and raise awareness among parents about digital
literacy so that they can protect their children from the negative aspects of the internet. Parents should
equip themselves to constantly monitor their children's online activities. Additionally, digital services
should incorporate educational programs and be tailored to different user categories. Young people
need to learn how to evaluate online information, recognize reliable sources, especially in a world
driven by rapid advances in known and unknown Al technologies, and how to be respectful and
responsible in using the internet.

Summary of Session 5: Comprehensive digital inclusion in Benin: bridging the gap.

Speaker: Mr. Tinos Noé ANAGO (GreenlT Innovator & Founder of NerdX Digital)

He started by introducing the concept of digital inclusion and its
importance. For him, it is essential to ensure that no one is left behind
(elderly people, poor households, rural residents, people with
disabilities, etc.). Several barriers hinder digital inclusion, including

limited access to infrastructure, low digital literacy, high costs of

devices and services, language and cultural barriers, lack of awareness | R
and trust, etc. The presenter provided some solutions, such as improving internet accessibility,
enhancing digital skills among users, reducing costs, promoting more inclusive content, and raising

awareness...
3. Post-session phase

This phase is dedicated to the drafting of the final communiqué, the forum report, its translation into
English, thank-you letters, etc.



V. ACHIEVED RESULTS
The 1st Youth Forum on Internet Governance in Benin has yielded the following results:

e Clarification of terminologies related to cybersecurity and digital trust, providing
participants with an informed understanding of their engagement in the cyberspace.

e Knowledge of cybersecurity and digital trust solutions in Benin and their results, with
participants directed towards the ecosystem of internet-related structures in Benin to seek

assistance in case of cyber threats.

e Understanding the importance of digital literacy and adoption of good practices for secure

internet use.

e Development of relevant proposals for various stakeholders.

V. PARTICIPATION
Participation was as follows :

» Online participation : 35,
» In-person participation : 26.

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS

At the end of the proceedings, the participating stakeholders made recommendations. These
recommendations are addressed to several factors, including the government and public
administration, the private sector, mobile operators, internet service providers, and internet service
providers. The recommendations can be summarized as follows:
e Strengthen awareness of data security.
e Develop awareness and training programs on best practices in data security.
e Encourage the development and implementation of strategies to bridge the digital divide.
e Promote digital literacy among young people, especially through formal and non-formal
education.
e Encourage partnerships between different stakeholders (government, private sector, civil
society, academia, technical community, etc.) for effective and inclusive internet governance.

e Develop strategies to improve internet accessibility, especially in rural and underserved areas.



e Establish mechanisms to ensure the sustainability of the Youth Internet Governance Forum in

Benin.

VII. OUR SPONSORS

For the organization of this first edition of the National Youth Forum on Internet Governance, the
organizing committee received technical support from Women Be Free, an NGO specialized in internet
governance issues. As of the writing of this report, the organizing committee has only received
confirmation of support in the amount of $1500 from IGFSA. ISOC Benin was expected to receive
requested funds to support the forum. The Youth IGF Benin organizing committee is still awaiting this

support in order to settle payments to service providers.

VIll. OTHER PARTNERS

FGI Benin | IGF Global | ISOC Benin Chapter | FNEB | Youth Parliament | UAC

IX. BUDGET

Categories Costs in USD
1 | Intellectual preparation 70
2 | Postal service 50
3 | Unlimited 150 Mbps internet connection 150
4 | Coffe-break 250
5 | Lunch break 550
6 | Venue rental 200
7 | Sound system and online presentation equipment 80
8 | Media coverage (press) 100
9 | Translation of the report into English 50

Total 1500




X. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We would like to express our gratitude to the organizations and individuals who provided advice,
technical, financial, and logistical support for the organization of this 1st edition of the Youth Forum

on Internet Governance in Benin:

e IGFSA for the financial support.
e Arséne Yatta for a discount on the meeting room rental price.

e Women Be Free NGO for advisory support throughout all phases of the project.
XI. CONTACT AND INFORMATION SOURCES

«» Official website: https://youthigfbenin.am.bj/

®,

«» Email address : yigfbenin@gmail.com

% Online informations :

o Twitter
https://twitter.com/BeninFgi/status/1659884370079907841?t=5ZfvKouMeAnOOEX6
DHeR69&s=19 / https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=u8PakwBO0lI18 /

o Google AMP

https://www.google.com/amp/s/lanouvelletribune.info/2023/02/1-ere-edition-de-

yvouth-internet-governance-forum-au-benin-les-jeunes-invites-a-sinscrire/amp/ /

https://news.sosedo.bj/news/detail/83890/1-ere-edition-de-youth-internet-governance-

forum-au-benin-les-jeunes-invites-a-sinscrire

o Reporter Benin Monde

https://reporterbeninmonde.com/premiere-edition-du-forum-national-des-jeunes-sur-

la-gouvernance-de-linternet-au-benin/

Conclusion

The first edition of the Youth Internet Governance Forum in Benin was a successful event that brought
together young people from various backgrounds to discuss and address internet governance issues.
The forum achieved its objectives of clarifying terminologies, evaluating cybersecurity efforts,
promoting digital literacy, and fostering digital inclusion. The participants provided valuable
recommendations to various stakeholders, emphasizing the importance of collaboration and
partnerships. The success of this forum paves the way for future editions and continued efforts towards

a trusted and secure cyberspace for young people in Benin.
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e Agenda of the day

Schedule

Session

08h30-09h00

Installation of participants

09h00-09h30

Opening Ceremony: Pdt of FGI Benin / Pdt of the organizing committee

09h30-10h15

Session 1: Cybersecurity, digital trust, and related lexicon: clarification

of terminologies.

Speaker: Miss Fydias SAGBOHAN (Foundation of Young Amazons
for Development FJAD-NGO / Global Youth Network Benin)

10h15-10h45

Session 2: Importance of data

Speaker: Mr. Elyes Grar (Digital Strategy Expert and Enterprise
Architect with a focus on the public sector), Tunisia

Coffer-break

11h00-11h45

Session 3: Cybersecurity and digital trust solutions implemented in

Benin and their results.

Speaker: Yalekpon N. HOUNGNIHIN (Executive Director of
Women Be Free NGO).

11h45-12h30

Session 4: Promoting digital literacy among young internet users: tools

and strategies.

Speaker: MOUSSA Akim (National Assembly of Benin).

12h30 - 13h15

Session 5: Comprehensive digital inclusion in Benin: bridging the gap.

Speaker: Mr. Tinos Noé ANAGO (GreenlT Innovator & Founder of
NerdX Digital)

13h15 — 13h45

Setting up new yIGF Benin organizing committee

13h45 - 14h00

Reading and amendment of yIGF Bénin 2023 final communiqué

14h00 - 14h15

Closing ceremony

Lunch-break
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e Organizing committee members

Names Affiliation Profile Role in the Contacts
organizing
committe

SOSSOU Yao ISOC Benin Member President soyames@gmail.com
Amevi +22966124938
GANDONOU University of Student Public relations +22952746415
Christelle Abomey-Calavi Manager gandonouetalonie@gmail.co
Etalonie m
KPOBADAGNI | Architectural firm | Employee | Logistic Manager | +22997671751
Romaric ESPACE PLANS kpobadagni2009@gmail.com
KINDEMIN Benin Terminal Employee | Vice President hermykind@gmail.com
Fumilayo (Bollore) +22996394284
Hermione. N
NODITCHAO NGO Women Be Member Logistic Manager | +22997136679
Abibe Free noditchaoabibel@gmail.com
DOSSOU- Polytechnic Student General Secretary | dossouyovomoles@gmail.co
YOVO Moles School of m

Abomey-Calavi +22961787007
ABALLO Polytechnic Student Treasurer josiaballo@gmail.com
Josiane Pascaline | School of +22967716444

Abomey-Calavi
AGBO Abdias Hammer Benin Employee | Public relations +22967251611
Ange Manager abdiasagbo@gmail.com
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e Online attendance list

In¢First Name Last Name Email Registration Tim¢ Approval Status
Antoine COLIKO oseantoine@gm: 2023-05-11 9:31: approved
Nassimath GBAGUIDI newnassme@gm 2023-05-11 9:36:| approved
Helwise BOYA helwiseboya@gn 2023-05-11 9:41:1 approved
Moussa NASSIROU nsr.moussa404@ 2023-05-11 10:34 approved
Willy ATTIKEY mensahwilly@gn 2023-05-11 10:37 approved
Djawad Ramanou djawadramanou@ 2023-05-11 11:47 approved
kossi AMESSINOU  amessinoukossi( 2023-05-11 12:04 approved
Abiola BOLARIAN bolarian57@gma 2023-05-11 13:24 approved
TOGNIDE Udalride udalride.tognide€ 2023-05-11 14:2( approved
Thierry ESSOU essoutg@gmail.c 2023-05-11 14:53 approved

SosthA'ne Hounsokou sosthenehounsol 2023-05-11 18:22 approved
Medesse Bignon HOUNKANRIN hknsita@gmail.c 2023-05-11 18:23 approved

Wilfrid Fachinan wfachinan@gmai 2023-05-11 18:27 approved
Frenckel LA®onc Adoko Leonoreadoko@y 2023-05-11 18:31 approved
Fiacre MESSEHOUNSC fiacremessehoun 2023-05-11 18:41 approved
IfA"layA©® GaA«l DOHOU tudaldohou@gm: 2023-05-11 18:49 approved
Comlan Fabrice GANDAHO gcomlanfabrice@ 2023-05-11 19:15 approved
Laurent Djagoun djagounlaurent53 2023-05-11 19:18 approved
Ephrem HOUNSOU ephremhounsoug 2023-05-11 20:06 approved
Venceslas AGOSSOU agossouvenceslé 2023-05-11 20:30 approved
Hubert TONARD htonard.tg@gmail 2023-05-11 21:09 approved
InA’s WANKPO lucrecegnankadjé 2023-05-11 21:17 approved
GA@raldine Viwayide geraldinemahutin 2023-05-11 21:31 approved
Richmel Amold ALLOTCHEHINT richmel.allotcheh 2023-05-11 22:15 approved
Hilary GBETOENONMC hiloragbet@gmai 2023-05-12 2:25: approved
Zinsou David AREMOU zaremou@gmail. 2023-05-12 6:40: approved
Fructueux Fatokou frucfat@gmail.ca 2023-05-12 7:29: approved
Christelle MINTCHI mintchisandra@g¢ 2023-05-12 7:42: approved

Kuessi Bruno  DAVI dkuessibruno@g 2023-05-12 8:50: approved
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KA®vin
Amour
MARIETTE
Yao Amevi A.
Vigninou
Matinou
Faridatou
Archile

HOUNNOU kevinhounnou@g¢ 2023-05-12 9:00: approved
AGBOMAHENAI agbomahenanam 2023-05-12 9:19: approved
KWADZO-AKPO bakpene21@gm: 2023-05-12 11:05 approved

Sossou soyames@gmail 2023-05-12 11:3¢ approved
HOUNKONNOU ihounkonnou@gr 2023-05-12 13:01approved
NOUKPO noukpomatinou@ 2023-05-12 20:0¢ approved
SALIFOU salifoufaridatou1( 2023-05-13 9:28: approved
SEWOU sewarchile12@agr 2023-05-13 10:41approved

Mahutin Adelphe HOUNDONOUGE carmelhomadel@ 2023-05-13 13:41approved

Akintola

ADJIBAO lonlondevelop@g 2023-05-13 17:5¢ approved

IrA’ne DA©o-Gra ANANGANSI  ireneanangansi6i 2023-05-14 19:1€ approved

Kossi
Alida
Marielle
Yalekpon

Awou Kossi.awou@gm 2023-05-17 10:2(C approved
DETCHENOU alidadetchenou@ 2023-05-17 15:0% approved
AHOUANYE amariellekahouar 2023-05-17 15:31approved
HOUNGNIHIN  houngnihinyaleky 2023-05-18 3:28: approved

Marilyse SA 'dA€ AHOUANGONOL ahouangonoumar 2023-05-19 0:00: approved
Youth IGF Benin Youth IGF Benin yigfbenin@gmail, 2023-05-19 9:08: approved
Klarita PA©rA'z AFFOGNON  Klaritapereza@gi 2023-05-19 9:27: approved

NativitA® FOLLY follypeace99@gr 2023-05-19 9:34: approved
TrinitA® AMOUSSOU  amoussouifeang¢ 2023-05-19 11:01 approved
Elyes Grar elyesgrar@gmail 2023-05-19 14:5¢€ approved
Armand BODJRENOU  baflito@outlook.f 2023-05-19 15:0C approved
Essowe Abalo eabalo@woloyen 2023-05-19 16:51approved
Brittany Tucker brittanytucker@c 2023-05-19 23:0( approved
YOUTH IGF BENIN noditchacabibe1¢ 2023-05-20 6:58: approved
Manin Farid ALI DAOUDA  daoudahybridy6¢ 2023-05-20 7:49: approved
GbA®ACGrA® Ac Eye agbeere.eye@ya 2023-05-20 7:51: approved
Jean Michel KANVI kanvijeanmichel{ 2023-05-20 8:04: approved
Kami Milena AGBETOU milenaagbetou3¢ 2023-05-20 8:08: approved
Romaric KPOBADAGNI kpobadagni2009¢ 2023-05-20 8:10: approved
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Moles DOSSOU-YOVO dossouyovomole 2023-05-20 8:35: approved

Joanita AIDI joanitalokossou2 2023-05-20 8:38: approved
Dine BIAO dineb90@gmail.c 2023-05-20 8:40: approved
Rabi Mars-ArA"s AGNOUN BASS|agnoun.basso@g 2023-05-20 8:44: approved
HervA© Hounzandji setondjih@gmail. 2023-05-20 8:52: approved
Moussa SANOU m.sanou@douniz 2023-05-20 8:53: approved
Dossou Camel HOUNGBEDJI camelhoungbedj 2023-05-20 8:58: approved
Oslin TOUDONOU oslin.todonou@g 2023-05-20 8:58: approved
Saliou Abdou saliousoft@gmai 2023-05-20 9:06: approved
Ben Rachad Sanoussi Rachadsanoussil 2023-05-20 9:16: approved
Jeudida KPATI kpatijeudida@grmr 2023-05-20 9:32: approved
Ganiath BELLO ganiath.bello@fg 2023-05-20 9:41: approved
Javed Nigj Mohsin eng.javed.niajmo 2023-05-20 9:48: approved
Moussa Mahamat mhtmoussamht2 2023-05-20 10:37 approved
IBRAHIM Moussa terap91@gmail.c 2023-05-20 10:51 approved
Freddy Gino GUIDI guidifreddy@gmz 2023-05-20 10:5Z approved
Abdoulaye Mahamat Ali mahamatali6633( 2023-05-20 11:33 approved
Tinos Noe ANAGO tinosanago@gms: 2023-05-20 11:37 approved
Elias GNANCADJA  eliasgg23@gmail 2023-05-20 11:56 approved
Philippe KOSSOLOU kossphilip@yaha 2023-05-20 12:11 approved
Hermione KINDEMIN hermykind@gma 2023-05-20 13:5Z approved
Boris TOKPASSI securiteinfomat@ 2023-05-20 14:3Z approved
GbA tognon Alex ATCHEOUN alexyanou19d@c¢ 2023-05-20 16:2¢ approved
Aboubacar Abdou Aboubacar.abdot 2023-05-20 16:3¢ approved
Zakasoa Arilova RANDRIAMIADA arilovaa@gmail.c 2023-05-21 5:09: approved
Athanase VIDJANNANGNI athanasefagla@¢ 2023-05-24 14:31approved

Talognon Fresnel AZONNEGBO  fresnelazonneghx 2023-05-26 19:1¢ approved

19



