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nternet governance was one of the most controversial issues at the World Summit on the 
Information Society (WSIS) held in two phases, in Geneva, 2003, and in Tunis, 2005. 
Cognizant of the fact that any Internet governance approach should be inclusive and 
responsive, the WSIS requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to convene a 
new forum for multi-stakeholder policy dialogue.

I

What is the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF)?

As a platform for discussions, the 
Forum brings various stakeholder 
groups to the table as equals to 
exchange information and share good 
practices. While the IGF may not have 
decision-making mandates, it informs 
and inspires those who do. It facilitates 
a common understanding of how to 
maximize Internet opportunities and 
address risks and challenges.
 
The IGF also gives stakeholders 
from developing countries the 
opportunity to engage in the debate 
on Internet governance and it 
contributes to capacity building, 
allowing these stakeholders to 
build knowledge and skills that will 
facilitate their participation in existing 
Internet governance institutions 
and arrangements. Ultimately the 
involvement of all stakeholders, 
from developed as well as developing 
countries, is necessary for advancing 
dynamic public policies in Internet 
governance.
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he IGF has over the years identified a 
wide-range of issues to be addressed by 
the international community and has 
shaped decisions taken throughout the 
world.
 
The IGF does not adopt resolutions 
or create any binding treaties. Its 
importance lies in its ability to facilitate 
discourse between governments, 
intergovernmental organisations, private 
companies, the technical community 
and civil society organisations that 
deal with or are interested in Internet 
governance related public policy issues. 
IGF gatherings discuss proposed 
regulatory frameworks, potential risks, 
global trends, as well as best and worst 
practices that have been adopted or are 
currently under discussion. Participants 
also examine the impact of treaties, 
recommendations and other documents 
adopted in various international 
venues within the Internet governance 
ecosystem.

• Enhanced cooperation and 
collaboration among key 
organizations and stakeholders 
dealing with different Internet 
governance issues

• Increased opportunity to foster the 
sustainability, robustness, security, 
stability and development of the 
Internet

• Strengthened capacities of developing 
countries and their stakeholders to 
participate effectively in Internet 
governance arrangements

• Increased multilingualism and 
multiculturalism on the Internet

Why is the IGF Important?
T

Impacts:
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Internet Governance for 
Development
Athens, Greece

Internet Governance for 
Development
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Developing the Future 
Together
Vilnius, Lithuania

Internet for All
Hyderabat, India

Internet Governance 
Creating Opportunities 
for All
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

IGF Through the Years

2006 20102008

2007 2009
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IGF: The Global IGF meeting is held annually 
in a different part of the world. For more, visit 
the IGF website at www.intgovforum.org

REMOTE PARTICIPATION: The IGF has 
been working to become fully accessible 
online. All of its sessions are live streamed, 
including workshops, opening and closing 
ceremonies, and thematic main sessions. 
In addition to watching the webcast of the 
sessions and follow real time captioning, 
remote participants are able to interact with 
the meeting by sending text questions and/or 
video/audio interventions using the remote 
participation platform

REMOTE HUBS: Remote hubs can be set up 
in different parts of the world with the aim of 
facilitating remote participation in the IGF 
meeting, as well as local debates on themes 
introduced at the IGF

REGIONAL IGF INITIATIVES: Regional 
IGF meetings are held throughout the year 
and throughout the world – in Africa, Asia 
Pacific, Europe and the Middle East

NATIONAL IGF INITIATIVES: National 
IGF meetings are held throughout the year 
and in several countries, among which 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Benin, Canada, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, 
Italy, Japan, Kenya, Malta, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Russia, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States — For more, visit  
http://www.intgovforum.org

OTHERS: Youth IGF Project, Youth IGF, 
German Youth IGF, Youth Asia Pacific IGF

http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/igf-
initiatives

For contributions to the IGF and further information, please visit www.intgovforum.org
or contact the IGF Secretariat:

Mr. Chengetai Masango 
Programme and Technology Manager

United Nations Secretariat of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 
Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 57 59 • Fax: +41 22 917 00 92 • Email: igf@unog.ch

How Can I Contribute to 
the IGF?
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