2021 P EFEFEBNEERIE
IEREDEIBERNASRE

Youth Internet Governance Forum China 2021
Children and Youth Internet Conference Report
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Background
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In addition to the IGF principles, YouthlIGF China is also upholding the value
highlighted in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).
We shared the belief in respecting the agency of children, empowering their rights as
well as supporting their participation. Through the program, we are hoping to raise
the awareness of the public on media literacy of our next generation and nurture their
consciousness of being responsible netizens. More importantly, parents should build
better relations with children, and society at large should hold hand in hand for the
betterment of cyberspace.
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Introduction of YouthlGF China 2021
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The 2021 Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Children's Internet
Conference is one of the highlight events of the Guangdong Province Internet
Civilization Promotion Series. The conference is co-hosted by the Cyberspace
Administration of Guangdong Province, Guangdong Province Department of
Education, China Communist Youth League Committee of Guangdong Province,
Publicity Department of Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and Publicity Department of Liaison Office
of the Central People's Government in the Macao Special Administrative Region.
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This conference was held on 29th July 2021, with child representatives from all over
the Bay Area. They released a research report from children's own perspectives and
views under the guidance of media literacy education teachers at the Children's
Palace. The conference aims to empower children. Child representatives studied and
observed, they also acted as Child Research Officers (CRO) to carry out research.
They shared their views about Internet Governance and Youth Online Protection,
they integrated their thoughts into the report.
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Forum participants:
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List of Children Representatives
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List of Teachers and trainers
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Adult observers at the conference were coming from the government, business
sector, education field and child protection domain. Teachers and parent
representatives were also engaged in the event.
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Conference Agenda
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Date: 29th July 2021

1.  Opening Speech by Mr. Zeng Shengquan, Deputy Director of Cyberspace
Administration of Guangdong Province

2. Congratulatory video by Miss Su Wenying, Child Protection Officer of UNICEF
China

3. Release of Children's Report (Star Chasing Culture, Live-streaming video, and

Youth Protection model)

Comment by Mr. Zhang Haibo, Supervisor of Children's Report

Honouring E-Growth Welfare Scheme Youth Lecturer & Digital Civilization

Ambassador

6. Advocating "Child Development and Protection Convention”
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Discussion Summary
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Over a hundred children representatives and adult observers from all over the
Greater Bay Area attended the conference, they discussed the current hot topics
encountered by children and young people online. What is the view of children when
talking about the recent trend of live online video streaming? How do children think
about the behaviour of fans spending money for their idols? At the meeting, the
children representatives shared the report on children’s cyber life with adult
participants, this report is independent research conducted and prepared by them.
The report focused on three major areas related to online protection for minors, which
are of great concern to our society nowadays: i) Youth participation in Live-streaming
video, ii) Youth engagement in Star Chasing Culture, and iii) Youth Protection model
for online software.
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Core elements of YouthlGF China
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Opening Speech by Mr. Zeng Shengquan, Deputy Director of Cyberspace
Administration of Guangdong Province
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Mr. Zeng Shengquan, Deputy Director of Cyberspace Administration of Guangdong
Province, attended the conference and delivered an opening speech. He stated that
Children and youth are the flowers of the motherland, the hope of the nation, and the
future of the country. Hope that with the full cooperation of all parties, we would be
able to raise the awareness and ability of children and youth in Guangdong, Hong
Kong, and Macao to use the Internet in a scientific, civilized, safe, and rational
manner. We have to protect their healthy growth in the wave of Internet development.
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Congratulatory video by Miss Su Wenying, Ch/ld Protect/on Officer of UNICEF China
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Miss Su Wenying, Child Protection Officer of UNICEF China shared her message of
congratulation. She pointed out that “The attempt and innovation of this event
(YIGFCN) acts as a best practice in the (media literacy education) domain”. In the
meantime, she appreciated the effort of children in preparing the high-quality
children’s report.
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Release of Children's Report (Live-streaming video, Star Chasing Culture, and Youth
Protection model)
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Over a hundred children representatives and adult observers from all over the
Greater Bay Area attended the conference, they discussed the current hot topics
encountered by children and young people online. What is the view of children when
talking about the recent trend of live online video streaming? How do children think
about the behaviour of fans spending money for their idols? At the meeting, the
children representatives shared the report on children’s cyber life with adult
participants, this report is independent research conducted and prepared by them.
The report focused on three major areas related to online protection for minors, which
are of great concern to our society nowadays: i) Youth participation in Live-streaming
video, ii) Youth engagement in Star Chasing Culture, and iii) Youth Protection model
for online software.
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Live-streaming video

In the live-streaming video survey, children’s reporters investigated the top ten
favourite Key Opinion Leaders (% £1) in their minds. As a result, Li Jiaqi (= =) is
of the top the list, and Veya (#% 4T ) is also on the list". It demonstrates the situation
that "Selling the product, Showing the product, Uploading the purchasing link (;?ﬁrff

M B b 45 3E)" has become the first impression of live-streaming anchor (Up = ) that
children now have in mind?.

' Li Jiagi and Veya are the KOLs famous for selling products on live-streaming platform.
2 The finding illustrates a strong perception among children and youth that commercial behavior is
correlated with online live-streaming.
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According to the survey result, more than 90% of the children believe that the current
excessive commercial marketing and promotion on live video streaming will bring
about adverse effects such as comparing atmosphere among peers and irrational
consumption.
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Star Chasing Culture

More than half of the child interviewees believe that live-streaming videos have a
significant impact on the way the younger generation interacts with each other and
even on their aesthetics. One-third of the children believe that the most popular fan
economy is attributed to the irrational consumption behaviour of "Spending money to

build relations (R & A L%, 2 FRMLEK).
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Youth Protection model

What do children think about the youth protection models launched by Internet
companies? From their personal experience, the child representatives found that the
current protection models simply focus on blocking from the adult's perspective. It
leads to problems such as "one-size-fits-all" and "hiding but not tackling" in the
settings, besides, some features have obvious loopholes that allow children to
unconsciously and easily bypass.

In response to these problems, children's representatives put forward their
suggestions: youth protection mode stratified by age; the establishment of a unified
platform among major platforms; introducing personalized search function; adding
parents and children agreement setting, etc.
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The report prepared by children aroused great interest from the government,
enterprises, education departments and adult observers. In particular, children's
representatives vividly interpreted the life scenes through drama and situation
comedy, which brings about laughter and applause on the day from time to time.
"The report written by the children is so vivid." Many audiences shared this common
feeling.
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Comment by Mr. Zhang Haibo, Supervisor of Children's Report
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"Practice has proven that children can be the best 'experts' on children's issues as
long as adults give them enough trust and support." Zhang Haibo, Executive Deputy
Director of the Media and Education Working Committee of the China Youth Palace
Association, said. He is also the supervisor of this children's report. This children's
report is also the outcome of youth participatory approach adopted to promote media
literacy education in Guangdong in recent years.
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In recent years, educators at the Guangzhou Children's Palace Youth Network
Literacy Education Centre have begun to explore innovative educational programs to
"conduct research with children. "The best education for children is to let them
express their suggestions and voluntarily participation in social issue disclose that are
of their related interest from an early age." Zhang Haibo said.
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Honouring E-Growth Welfare Scheme Youth Lecturers & Digital Civilization
Ambassadors
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On the day, certificates were also presented to child participants of various media
literacy programs, including Youth Lecturer from E-Growth Welfare Scheme and
Digital Civilization Ambassador from Media Literacy Promotion “Double-entry”
(School Campus and Family) Program.
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Advocating "Convention on Children’s Development and Protection”

REBIN. WZ. #. B, BT, WK, BAFENERLRF L
5 a2 RERMEAERK TR N @k, LeEET ULEAKTIF L)
, HAILERFMNAE, ML P% XA, LRBEHNLEEE,

Representatives from Tencent, Netease, Lychee, Kugou, Huya, Huanju, Quwan and
other key Internet enterprises in the province attended the conference, they are the
partners of the E-Growth Scheme. Corporate representatives presented the
"Convention on Children’s Development and Protection” on the stage. They made an
agreement with Child Representatives that they are committed to promoting Internet
civilization and co-creating clean and safe cyberspace.
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YIGFCN 2021 Report
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Rapporteur : David Ng, Youth Online Safety Project Expert & Policy
Consultant
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