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Summary Report 
 
1. The twelfth Virtual MAG Meeting of the 2017 IGF preparatory cycle took place on 
26 September. Ms. Lynn St. Amour moderated the meeting as Chair of the MAG and Mr. 
Chengetai Masango represented the IGF Secretariat. The agenda (ANNEX I) covered 
ongoing IGF intersessional work, updates from MAG working group and main session 
facilitators, collaborative sessions by IGF National and Regional Initiatives (NRIs) in the 
annual meeting schedule, as well as a number of updates from the Secretariat on 
miscellaneous issues.  
 
2.  The meeting began with a briefing from Chengetai on the progress of annual 
meeting planning. The MAG was informed that the schedule had been released publicly 
and sent out to all session organizers. An online interactive version of the schedule 
(using a platform called ‘Sched’) will be made available as soon as possible, with session 
organizers retaining editing privileges and the ability to update their session 
descriptions continuously, as needed. The platform also allows meeting participants to 
indicate which sessions they are interested in. Chengetai further informed that viable 
spaces had already been identified for ‘lightning sessions’ (part of the package of new 
session formats in 2017) and were pending confirmation from the UN Office at Geneva 
(UNOG)’s Conference Services. On registrations, it was noted more than 400 
participants had made applications in the system, as well as nearly 150 for online 
participation; Chengetai issued another reminder to members to do outreach in their 
networks regarding remote hubs, for which registrations remain somewhat low. In 
response to multiple questions regarding invitation letters for the meeting, it was 
underscored that the confirmation of registration, as in previous IGFs, would be the de 
facto invitation for participants and the document used to obtain visas. Concise 
information on Swiss visa procedures have also been made available on the IGF 2017 
Host Country website: https://igf2017.swiss/Finally, a tentative list of the evening 
receptions to be held on IGF meeting days, by organizations such as ICANN, ICC-BASIS 
and ISOC, was also provided.  
 
3. Unrelated to the annual meeting, Chengetai announced that the Secretariat 
would be initiating the nomination process for the 2018 MAG far earlier than usual this 
year, so as to make the transition between the two MAG cycles seamless and avoid an 
inter-year gap. The target will be to have all new members appointed before the annual 
meeting and therefore, the public call for candidates will be launched as soon as 
possible, within early October.  
 
4.  MAG members facilitating intersessional activities made brief interventions on 
the status of their work leading into the annual meeting. Raquel Gatto spoke on behalf 
of the Best Practice Forum (BPF) on Local Content, which had held early discussions 
around a proposed substantive framework. She mentioned that the group was hopeful 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/4223/745
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2017-participants
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2017-remote-hubs
https://igf2017.swiss/
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/mag-renewal-2016
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/bpf-local-content-0
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that once a Secretariat consultant was assigned to them, they would be able to launch 
the work in earnest and produce an outcome before the meeting. Raquel also gave an 
update on the ‘Policy Options for Connecting and Enabling the Next Billion(s)’ (CENB) 
Phase III work, which is proceeding well, with a first very preliminary draft expected by 
the end of the week. The draft will be open to public comments, on the basis of which a 
revised paper will be produced.  

5. Updates were also given by MAG facilitators on the organization of main 
sessions. Regarding the main session on Gender, Raquel mentioned she and co-
facilitator Jac SM Kee were finalizing the list of speakers to invite. Avri Doria, speaking 
for IGF Dynamic Coalitions’ (DCs) joint effort to organize a session, related that their 
session was advancing as planned and that individual DCs were in the process of 
producing background papers by an end-of-September deadline; she mentioned 
moreover, that the submission of papers would act as a determinant of which coalitions 
would be making interventions in the session. Ginger Paque, one of the facilitators of 
the session on ‘Local Interventions, Global Impacts: How Can International, 
Multistakeholder Cooperation Address Internet Shutdowns, Encryption and Data 
Flows’, said invitations for speakers would go out shortly, with suggestions for further 
speakers from the MAG still welcome. Segun Olugbile, co-facilitator of the Cybersecurity 
session, also shared that the invitation of speakers was at an advanced stage and that 
the first round of responses and inputs was being reviewed.  
 
6. Next, the Secretariat’s NRIs focal point, Anja Gengo, briefed on the NRIs’ thematic 
collaborative sessions. Following similar criteria as regular IGF workshops, the 
organizing groups have strived to be as regionally, gender and stakeholder diverse as 
possible. A total of eight session proposals have been received on different themes 
complementing the IGF programme’s own established themes. A detailed presentation, 
which also included general updates on the NRIs community, was made available to the 
MAG.  
 
7. The MAG also heard from facilitators of dedicated MAG working groups. Segun 
Olugbile, representing the Working Group on Communications and Outreach (WGCO), 
informed that members were working on finalizing a simplified guide for IGF 
participants, in particular first-timers, and that the document was intended to be shared 
through the IGF’s and MAG members’ networks; he requested MAG colleagues to 
provide as much input as possible to improve the current working draft (ANNEX II). 
Speaking for the Working Group on IGF Improvements (WG-IMP), Avri shared that the 
group had held its third meeting, finalized its facilitation team, and was beginning to 
review progress on existing recommendations to improve the IGF. The MAG Chair also 
intervened on behalf of the Working Group on elaborating an IGF Multiyear Strategic 
Work Programme (WG-MWP), which held its first meeting earlier in the month. Most of 
the discussion had centred around IGF resources and division of responsibilities for the 
annual and intersessional programme. The Chair called for extended participation in the 
group, in particular by intersessional community members whose inputs would be 
important moving forward.  
 
8. Finally, the Secretariat informed that it is launching its effort to make the IGF 
website truly multilingual, with the site’s static content available in all UN official 

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/policy-options-for-connecting-and-enabling-the-next-billions-%E2%80%93-phase-iii-call-for-public
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/policy-options-for-connecting-and-enabling-the-next-billions-%E2%80%93-phase-iii-call-for-public
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2017-main-sessions
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2017-main-sessions
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/724
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/723
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/723
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/723
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/722
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/5077/722
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/4936/752
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/working-group-on-igf-improvements-wg-imp
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/working-group-on-multi-year-strategic-work-programme-wg-mwp
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/working-group-on-multi-year-strategic-work-programme-wg-mwp
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languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish). As part of this effort, 
it will begin making calls within the IGF community for translation volunteers.  
 
9. It was agreed the next meeting would include any pending updates from 
intersessional groups as well as MAG Working Groups, and that working group updates 
would be regularly given in virtual meetings. The next virtual meeting is set to take 
place on Tuesday 10 October at 12.00 UTC, as indicated in the calendar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W0HgmLFrFnvS2RQJFIxF8KFUduIv2g_Ex43NV-OkIOw/edit
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Annex I – Draft Agenda 
 

IGF MAG Virtual Meeting XII 
26 September 2017, 12:00-13:30 UTC 

 
1. Adoption of agenda (5 minutes) 
 
2. General updates by the Secretariat (10 minutes) 
 
3. Updates on intersessional work (20 minutes) 
 
4. Continued main session updates (10 minutes) 
 
5. NRI Collaborative Sessions (10 minutes) 
 
6. Working Group Updates (25 minutes) 
 
7. AOB (10 minutes) - Updates on IGF Website 
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Annex II – OUTREACH UPDATE FOR IGF 2017 

 Global Community Awareness & Related Communication - DRAFT (WGCO) 

 
 

IGF 2017 Registration   

Registration is now open for participation in the 12th annual meeting of the Internet 

Governance Forum which will take place between 18 and 21 December 2017 at the 

United Nations Office at Geneva, (Palais des Nations, Avenue de la Paix 14, CH-1211 

Geneva 10, Switzerland). Registration closes on the 20 November 2017, 12:00 

p.m. UTC.   

 

 

4 Simple Steps to Getting Registered for IGF 2017 

Follow the 4 simple steps to a successful registration.  

 

Step One: 

Visit the host country website https://igf2017.swiss/ to get instant information about 

the IGF 2017 or download IGF Flyer here. Go to the Registration menu. 

Step Two: 

Let’s treat like you a VIP, you need to have or create your personal IGF community 

profile to allow fast registrations and enjoy other privileges. Do this right now by 

clicking here and follow the instructions.  

Step Three: 

Now that you have done it, go to IGF registration portal by clicking here to register 

either as online or onsite participant or both. 

Step Four: 

Get your confirmation of registration, use it as an invitation letter for the 

purposes of your visa application. 

 

What Should You Do Next? 

 Get to know about the values of past IGF events here since its 

inception.  

 

 Get to know more about the evolution of IGF and the power of multi-

stakeholders, its mandates, and its values to your world, how it’s 

https://igf2017.swiss/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5KjeXYpf39IcUlKdVI5RzBBbTVMVVFaWlVKaUhfVzZoMmdR/view?usp=sharing
http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/user/register
http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2017-registration-front
http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/2015/IGF.24.06.2015.pdf
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shaping and impacting your digital presence, the faces and the team 

behind the IGF. Download the IGF brochure here and get informed.  

 

 Click here to know more about the roles of United Nations in IGF and 

the  IGF 2017 

 

 Get to know about the source of funding of IGF here 

 

 Get to know how you can be funded to attend IGF 2017 here 

 

 Are you a youth? There is a space for you at IGF 2017. Get to know 

here  about what other youths are doing at IGF.   

 

 Are you a stakeholder group working on specific areas of the Internet? Let the 

world knows about it. Get to know about your peers, the IGF dynamic 

coalitions here . The coalitions are informal, issue-specific groups 

comprising members from various stakeholder communities. They 

welcome collaboration with anyone interested in contributing to their 

discussions. 

 

Now that you know about IGF, take action… 

 Join the IGF community here, shape your digital future and let your 

voice be heard @ IGF 2017. 

 

 Access IGF publications and useful resources here to aid your 

decision making, fact findings, research in the areas of Internet 

government and digital development. 

 
 

 If you are looking for IGF tools, concepts and initiatives to aid your Internet 

penetration for development, policies issues and best practices guide on 

specific Internet policy matters such as cybersecurity, local content, Gender 

and Access, please click here   

 

 

Find your space at IGF… 

 If you would like to serve as a volunteer during the IGF 2017, for workshop 

sessions, main sessions, working groups and any other related activities,  

http://intgovforum.org/cms/2014/IGFBrochure.pdf
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/funding
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/participant-funding
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/youth-initiatives
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/dynamic-coalitions-4
http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/user/register
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/publications-reports
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/thematic-work
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send your request to the official IGF mailing list  , or official mailing list of IGF 

communication and outreach. 

 

 If you are newcomer to the IGF, get yourself orientated here, and if you 

would like to join the IGF near you, click here to join your national IGF 

initiatives.  

 

 If you are a member of IGF community, help promote the values and the 

initiatives of IGF to your community by coming here and get updated.  

 
 If you would want to organize a national, regional or Youth IGF, there is a 

space for you. Click here for useful start up tool kits 

 

 If you would like to hear from other coordinators about their experiences 

and to be updated on the most recent activities, please contact the IGF 

Secretariat’s Focal Point for the National and Regional Initiatives 

Engagement, at: agengo@unog.ch for further assistance. 

Be part of a new future, get on board @ IGF to Shape Your Digital Future at 

IGF meetings and venues, more specifically at IGF 2017 in Geneva. Be there! 

 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:official%20IGF%20mailing%20list
mailto:wgco@intgovforum.org
mailto:wgco@intgovforum.org
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2016-day-3-room-4-igf-newcomers-track
http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-regional-and-national-initiatives
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-regional-and-national-initiatives
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/nris-toolkit-how-to-start-your-igf-initiative
mailto:agengo@unog.ch
https://igf2017.swiss/
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