


Recommendations for the Data Governance Thematic Workshops Stream

The Data Governance Working Group took the following approach to producing a thematic stream of 20 workshops:
· We approved the Top 16 on the basis that they represented the collective view of the MAG members as to the best proposals related to Data Governance
· Drawing on the Secretariat’s statistical analysis, we identified the following gaps within the Top 16 which we were looking to fill with the final four slots in order to help increase balance of the Data Governance Thematic Workshops Stream:
· under-represented topics (Human Rights and Internet Ethics, and to a lesser extent Accountability and Data Fairness)
· under-represented stakeholder groups (private sector; government; technical community)
· under-represented geographic regions: GRULAC; Eastern European Group

This document contains two proposals:
1. The workshops which should be included in the Data Governance Thematic Workshops Stream, and the recommendations which should be provided to the proposers to improve their workshop.
2. The way these workshops could be viewed thematically.


1. Workshops making up the Data Governance Thematic Stream

We propose that the following 20 workshops be approved, and for most of these we have provided non-binding recommendations for how the organisers could improve their workshop. There are no conditions placed on the approval of these workshops. 

	Proposal
	Rank within DG theme / overall
	Recommendations for improving proposal, if any

	#184 Crossborder data: connecting SMEs in the global supply chain
	1st / 3rd  
	(none)

	#211 Value and Regulation of Personal Data in the BRICS
	2nd / 4th 
	Approve with the following suggestions:
- It would be good to consider if more could be done to facilitate remote participation beyond using the tool provided by the IGF Secretariat, e.g. ways to promote the workshop to remote participants.
- The preponderance of one stakeholder group (5 out of 8 speakers from civil society) suggests a risk of an imbalance of policy perspectives which should be reflected upon if this proposal is approved (e.g. if there are any changes to the speaker line-up, additional speakers should come from private sector, technical community or government.

	#175 Beyond Ethics Councils: How to really do AI governance
	3rd / 17th 
	(none)

	#182 Data Governance for Smarter City Mobility
	4th / 23rd 
	(none)

	#36 Data-Driven Democracy: Ensuring Values in the Internet Age
	5th / 25th
	Approve with the following suggestions:
- Diversity - hopefully the speaker line-up can be expanded to have more diversity among stakeholders (under the proposal, 80% of the proposed speakers are from a single stakeholder group). In particular, given the topic of democracy, it would be good to add a speaker from government or politics. 
- Clarity on outcomes - some evaluators thought the proposal could be made clearer on what the specific outcomes would be, how the proposed policy question fits the proposed outcome, and how the outcome will be achieved.

	#288 Solutions for law enforcement to access data across borders
	6th / 28th 
	Approve with the following suggestions:
- Geographic diversity - hopefully the speaker line-up can be expanded to have more geographic diversity among speakers (all of the proposed speakers are from the WEOG region). 
- Stakeholder diversity - given the workshop’s focus on law enforcement accessing data, we hope that the final speaker line-up includes both a law enforcement / government perspective and the perspective of a private sector or technical community body from which law enforcement authorities would be requesting data. 
(We note that both of these concerns should be at least partly mitigated if the unconfirmed speakers mentioned in the Comments on Speakers section of the proposal are able to accept).

	#271 Making global data governance work for developing countries
	7th / 32nd  
	Approve with the following suggestion - more interaction could strengthen the workshop.


	#180 Splinternet: What Happens if "Network Sovereignty" Prevails
	8th / 33rd 
	Approve with the following suggestions:
- It would be good to think more about how the discussions will flow and which points will be addressed by the key participants.
- In terms of diversity, while there have been efforts to secure both stakeholder and regional diversity, it is unclear to what extent there will be a diversity of perspectives, e.g. will any speakers provide arguments for / defence of network sovereignty or data localization?

	#236 A universal data protection framework? How to make it work?
	9th / 34th 
	(none)

	#267 A tutorial on public policy essentials of data governance
	10th / 43rd 
	Approve with the following suggestions:
- Diversity - work is definitely needed to improve diversity and bring in more than the single existing stakeholder group, particularly governments which are central to public policy (and we note that the need to improve diversity is recognized in the proposal).
- Format - there were some questions about whether and how the session would be managed within the 90 minutes allocated

	#412 AI Readiness for the SDGs
	11th / 49th 
	Approve with the following suggestion - It would be good to think more explicitly about how the session relates to the Data Governance theme under which it is proposed.


	#261 Equitable data governance that empowers the public
	12th / 51st 
	Approve with the following suggestion - Diversity was limited having only two stakeholder groups and two UN regions, so it is appreciated that the proposal expressed plans to increase diversity.

	#179 Human-centered Design and Open Data: how to improve AI
	13th / 55th 
	Approve with the following suggestion - It is worth doing some more thinking on how the key participants will contribute to the debate, and what points they are expected to touch on.

	#83 Different Parties' Role in PI Protection: AP's Practices
	14th / 56th 
	Approve with the following suggestion - More regional/stakeholder diversity would be welcome, particularly the proposal mentions the role of parties (governments, technical community) which are not represented among the speakers. (We note that the need to improve diversity is recognized in the proposal)

	#381 Unpacking Digital Trade Impacts: Calling all Stakeholders
	15th / 62nd 
	Approve with the following suggestions: 
It is worth doing some more thinking on how the key participants will contribute to the debate, and what points they are expected to touch on.
Diversity - we recommend that the panel can be expanded to include stakeholder groups like the private sector who are major actors in digital goods and services across borders, and the technical community. Doing this would help to enable diversity of policy perspective.


	#178 Human-centric Digital Identities
	16th / 64th 
	Approve with the following suggestion on Diversity - we note the stated plan to broaden stakeholder and geographic diversity of speakers, and we hope this will happen

	#191 Public Interest Data: Where Are We? To Do What?
	17th / 66th 
	(none)

	#112, Assessing the role of algorithms in electoral processes
	25th / 89th 
	Approve with suggestion for #112 to add one or more private sector perspectives, given the role of the private sector in providing the platforms under discussion. Given the political dimension, it would also be interesting to have government, politician perspective.

	#282 Data Governance by AI: Putting Human Rights at Risk?
	27th / 98th 
	Approve with suggestion to reflect on how to avoid losing focus in the discussions given that, in addition to the five policy questions, a further six questions are listed in the Description section of the proposal.

	#160 Rule of Law as a key concept in the digital ecosystem
	54th / 159th 
	Approve with suggestions to:
- consider what more could be done to facilitate remote participation beyond using the tool provided by the IGF Secretariat, e.g. ways to promote the workshop to remote participants
- review and clarify what policy questions the session aims to cover (given that the Policy Question section of the proposal was not very clear, although there appeared to be some policy questions under the Description section)..



The 20 workshops put forward by the Data Governance WG are 15 sessions of 90 minutes and 5 sessions of 60 minutes. As such, they do not fill the provisional time allotted to the Data Governance theme (20 sessions of 90 minutes), potentially providing an additional 150 minutes for the DG thematic stream. We have therefore suggested three additional workshops if there is additional space, listed in order of their ranking from the evaluation process.

	#277 Enhancing Partnership on Big data for SDGs
	33rd / 113th 
	Approve with suggestion to reflect on how the discussions will flow, which points will be addressed, and how the participants will contribute.

	#336 Emerging technologies and IoT - too good to be true?
	40th / 125th 
	Approve with suggestions to reflect on: 
- how the Break-out Group Discussions will be handled, what each group will discuss, etc. 
- how the interaction during the session will be managed
- thinking in more detail about the link between the policy questions and the expected outcomes

	#378 Controversial emerging issues & their impact on Internet Governance
	61st / 181st 
	Approved with recommendation that work be done to make the policy question and the structure of the session more focused - there was a single, very broad, policy question and a lack of detail in the proposal as to how it relates to Data Governance and the way in which discussion would be structured and focused.



Rationale for including those outside the Top 16: In case of interest to the MAG, we have included the reasons we suggested the additional sessions beyond the Top 16. 

17-20 

#191 Public Interest Data: Where Are We? To Do What? would fill the following gaps: 
- Its speakers include several from under-represented SH groups - 3 from government as well as one each from private sector and technical community
- One speaker potentially comes from an under-represented region, GRULAC (Luca Belli works at a university in Brazil, though may be of Italian nationality)
- It is tagged with one of the under-represented themes, Accountability
- Generally, it looks at public sector and governments on data, which is something we are missing
[bookmark: _GoBack]#112 Assessing the role of algorithms in electoral processes would fill the following gaps: 
- it is on Internet Ethics
- the organisers and one speaker are from an under-represented region (GRULAC) [although other speakers are from WEOG, which is over-represented]

#282 Data Governance by AI: Putting Human Rights at Risk? would fill the following gaps: 
- it is tagged with two of the under-represented themes Human Rights and Accountability
- it has a speaker from an under-represented region (GRULAC) and a speaker from an under-represented SH group (government)

#160 Rule of Law as a key concept in the digital ecosystem would fill the following gaps: 
- it is tagged with two of the under-represented sub-themes, Human Rights and Internet Ethics
- it is organised by, and has two speakers from, organisations in GRULAC, one of the under-represented regions
- it has speakers from all three of the under-represented SH groups
[as a bonus, it also contains speakers from non-traditional IGF stakeholder groups – legislators and judicial operators]

21-23

#277 Enhancing Partnership on Big data for SDGs. 
In terms of filling identified gaps, this proposal has one private sector speaker. Additional comment in support is that it covers cross-border data, which is a big issue for many companies in the private sector, one of the SH groups under-represented in the DG proposals.

#336 Emerging technologies and IoT - too good to be true? would fill the following gaps: 
- a speaker from GRULAC
- three speakers from under-represented groups (two private sector and one technical community)
- youth. This is not something we identified as a gap, mainly because we drew on the info provided in the Excel spreadsheet, which did not include stats on Youth. I expect it is a gap though. 
- one of the tags is Data Fairness, which is one of the slightly under-represented issues identified

#378 Controversial emerging issues & their impact on Internet Governance would fill the following gaps: 
- It is tagged with Internet Ethics, among other issues
- It includes a private sector speaker and a technical community speaker
- Two of the organisers are from GRULAC 


2. Grouping the Data Governance workshops thematically

Taking into account the issue tags and policy questions of each of the Top 16 workshops (the “Top 16” worksheet of the Secretariat spreadsheet), we grouped the sessions as represented in this table. We did so partly to facilitate the WG’s analysis and partly to provide the MAG and Secretariat with a sub-thematic picture of the Data Governance WS Stream to potentially inform any further review and with the ensuing scheduling of the programme.  

	Sub-theme
	Workshop session

	Cross-border data
	#184 Crossborder data: connecting SMEs in the global supply chain
#381 Unpacking Digital Trade Impacts: Calling all Stakeholders

	Jurisdictional and sovereignty issues
	#288 Solutions for law enforcement to access data across borders
#180 Splinternet: What Happens if "Network Sovereignty" Prevails
#191 Public Interest Data: Where Are We? To Do What?

	Data protection frameworks
	#83 Different Parties' Role in PI Protection: AP's Practices
#211 Value and Regulation of Personal Data in the BRICS
#236 A universal data protection framework? How to make it work?
#261 Equitable data governance that empowers the public
#267 A tutorial on public policy essentials of data governance

	Data and sustainable development
	#182 Data Governance for Smarter City Mobility
#271 Making global data governance work for developing countries
#412 AI Readiness for the SDGs

	Governance and ethics of AI and algorithms
	#36 Data-Driven Democracy: Ensuring Values in the Internet Age
#175 Beyond Ethics Councils: How to really do AI governance
#179 Human-centered Design and Open Data: how to improve AI
#282 Data Governance by AI: Putting Human Rights at Risk?
#112 Assessing the role of algorithms in electoral processes


	Human Rights and Internet ethics
	#178 Human-centric Digital Identities
#160 Rule of Law as a key concept in the digital ecosystem



We also make two recommendations to the Secretariat to take into account when scheduling the Data Governance Thematic Stream:

· The Secretariat should avoid scheduling two sessions from the same sub-theme at the same time, in order to allow those particularly interested in an issue to participate in as many sessions on that issue as possible. For example, the two sessions on cross-border data should not be scheduled at the same time so that any participant interested in the issue of cross-border data is able to attend both sessions.

· The secretariat should consider size of rooms and consider the relevant potential interest in any given workshop, as well as what that might mean in terms of traffic of people moving between workshop sessions. To determine potential interest in any given workshop the Secretariat could, for example, look at the level of community interest on the issue covered by the workshop from the All DG Issues worksheet of the statistical analysis and / or from responses to the January 2019 Call for Issues. 
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